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Your Excellency Ambassador Beyene RUSSOM, Ambassador the State of Eritrea and the Dean of Africa Diplomatic Corps,

Your Excellencies Ambassadors and High Commissioners,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. I am delighted to welcome you this afternoon at the Serena Hotel for a diplomatic briefing. At the outset, let me convey my heartfelt appreciation to you all for your compliments and messages of goodwill on my appointment as the Cabinet Secretary.

2. I also express my gratitude for honouring my invitation. I appreciate the opportunity to introduce myself to you and to apprise you as well on Kenya’s diplomatic engagements and priorities. This is also an occasion to reflect on matters of mutual interest for us all in the community of African nations.

Excellencies and Distinguished Guests, 

3. I remain convinced that the best way to advance relations between Kenya and her brotherly and sisterly African nations is to pursue and sustain friendly engagements such as this one. I therefore wish to assure you of my desire and willingness to work closely with each and every one of you for mutual benefit.
Excellencies and Distinguished Guests,

4. Kenya and other African countries across the continent enjoy long-standing fraternal relations founded on historical linkages, special bonds of friendships, shared values, and common aspirations for socio-economic prosperity. These friendly ties have continued to strengthen over the years through enhanced economic, cultural, educational and diplomatic exchanges.

5. Africa is at the core of Kenya’s Foreign Policy. Africans strongly believe in mutual coexistence and this is best advanced and enhanced through cultivating warm relations across our continent. Personally, I hold the view that dismantling our borders should be the starting point for our socioeconomic development and not a means of self-defense.

6. I wish to reaffirm that the Kenya Kwanza administration is focused on championing the economic development agenda grounded on the bottom-up model where right from the grassroots our people are involved, listened to and included in the economic growth for self-sustained communities, empowered in an effort to minimize the gap between the rich and the poor. 

7. In this regard, Trade and investment remain one of the strongest pillars of our engagement and participation in the African Union agenda and projects. Some of the key areas of interest include the Free Movement of persons protocol and the Africa Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). The African continent remains a priority-trading platform for us all and this is possible as demonstrated by the AfCFTA given that 98% of our countries have already ratified and are on course to implement.

8. Kenya is one among the pilot countries on the implementation of the AfCFTA. In October this year, His Excellency the President flagged off the first consignment of Kenyan tea destined for Accra, Ghana, under the AfCFTA guided trade initiative. This clearly demonstrates that it is possible to foster increased volumes of trade among us by jointly working to eliminate barriers emanating from closed borders, strict visa requirements and closed airspace to facilitate the free movement of persons, goods and services to elevate our trade and subsequently economic growth. 
9. I am therefore convinced that the continent has a collective strong commitment to the realization of the African Continental Free Trade Area, as the apex of regional integration that recognizes the Regional Economic Block at the continental level. As such, we recognize the need to collaborate in mapping beneficial strands in the economic and trade engagements between our countries and Kenya is keen to engage and partner with your countries to realize this noble objective.
Excellencies,

10. I am pleased to note that all our countries, as Member States of the African Union, through the able leadership of H.E. President Macky SALL of Senegal and Chair of the African Union Assembly and the AU Peace and Security Council, remain strong allies and partners. In addition, they remain committed to advancing the African Agenda and promoting regional peace and security, as a prerequisite to sustainable development. In this regard, Kenya values close engagement and consultations on various issues of common concern in an effort to ensure a secure, peaceful and stable continent. 
11. Kenya will continue to promote good neighbourliness and pursuit of Pan Africanist ideals in advancing a stable, secure and prosperous Global Africa.  Furthermore, we remain committed to building on the bonds of ancestry and friendship between Africa and its Sixth Region – the Caribbean Community – and to lay foundations for lasting, robust socio-economic and political engagements. This is with a view to forging lasting partnerships between African and CARICOM regions for a collective prosperous future. 
12. I also wish to recall that since January 2021, Kenya has dutifully and dependably continued to execute continental and regional mandates at the United Nations Security Council, following the African Union’s resounding endorsement and Kenya’s subsequent election to the Council. Our membership in the Security Council aptly dovetails with our philosophy and belief as a country that global challenges are only surmountable if the world’s rules-based multilateral system is deployed in a manner that attracts consensus. This is not only in the appreciation of the challenges, but also in the evolution of practical response strategies. We appreciate the support by all African Union Member States during our tenure in the UNSC which has enabled us to advance the African agenda and issues of common interest.
13. It is this philosophy that has informed Kenya’s engagement and commitment to peace initiatives in Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, where Kenya has deployed 900 troops under the East Africa Community Regional Force to support Eastern DRC in the ongoing security crisis. The decision of November 2nd, 2022, to deploy the Kenya Defence Forces in Eastern DRC is consistent with Kenya’s role as a guarantor of regional peace and security, and aptly dovetails with the tenets of the African Union’s declaration on Silencing of the Guns in Africa.
14. Likewise, the insecurity in the Sahel region and its adverse impact in the Western African region remains a concern. I urge all of us to commit towards promoting a shared vision for peace and security for holistic and sustainable development in the continent in order to attain realise economic and social cohesion and development. At the core of all these efforts is the need to respect and uphold the sovereignty of each state/country in Africa and across the world. 

15. I applaud the African Union-Led peace talks held in South Africa in November, 2022 which culminated in a deal that seeks to resolve the conflict between the Tigray Liberation Front and the Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. It was encouraging to see the parties to the conflict reach a consensus to end the conflict and sign an agreement to pursue the course to a peaceful and secure Ethiopia for the well-being of its people and the region at large.

Excellencies,

16. Climate change threatens the lives and livelihoods of over 100 million in extreme poverty in our continent. Global warming has contributed immensely to the reduction on water which is essential to agricultural production thus causing food insecurity, poverty, and population displacement. In Kenya alone, more than 3 million people experience food insecurity and many have been displaced. Climate change is a global problem requiring global solutions but Africa is enduring the most of this crisis. Indeed, the Triple Planetary Crisis of Climate change, Pollution and Biodiversity Loss has conspired to intensify and broaden violent conflicts and insecurity in the Horn of Africa, the Great Lakes Region, the Lake Chad Basin and the Sahel regions of Africa. Together with our partners and friends, we need to collectively shape and finance climate adaptation initiatives in Africa that respond to the Climate Change-Security nexus. I therefore urge you all to speak in one voice in advocating for sustainable means to alleviate the adverse impact of climate change.

17. It is high time that we as Africa take bold steps and take lead in actions that are geared towards mitigating rising impact of climate change by taking personal initiatives to plant trees in order to increase tree cover by deliberately allocating substantial resources in our national budgets to the kitty for management and prevention of disasters that arise from climate change. The Government of Kenya is committed to planting more than 5 Billion trees and I believe this is possible across our continent. We have an obligation to safeguard our continent and its future generation and the time to do so is now.

Excellencies,

18. Finally, I want to emphasise that by facilitating ‘contact and dialogue’ between our peoples, you all play a bridging role between Kenya and your home countries. You might think of yourselves not only as diplomats accredited to this country but also as a diplomats representing Kenya, in the sense that your job is to forge a strong friendship between this country and your home countries. I do have every confidence that you will continue to be tireless in your efforts. 

19. I would now like to bring my speech to closure by extending my very best wishes and goodwill to all of you.

Asanteni Sana!

Merci beaucoup!
Shukraan jazilan!

Thank you!
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