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His Excellency Evariste Ndayishimiye, President of the
Republic of Burundi, at the invitation of H.E President
Uhuru Kenyatta made a State Visit to Kenya and
joined Kenyans in celebrating Madaraka Day on June
1, 2021 at Jomo Kenyatta International Stadium in
Kisumu City.

H.E President Evariste Ndayishimiye led a high-level
delegation from Burundi comprising Ministers, senior
government officials, key leaders of the business
community and a cultural troupe on a two-day State
Visit to the Republic of Kenya.

At the commencement of the bilateral meeting, the two
Heads of State paid tribute to the late H.E Pierre
Nkurunziza, former President of the Republic of
Burundi. The two State Leaders recognized his
immense contribution towards reconciliation and re-
construction of Burundi; re-awakening the spirit of
patriotism; fostering and nurturing bilateral relations
and cooperation between the two countries. 

During their consultations, the two leaders re-affirmed
their commitment to deepen the long-standing fraternal
relations between Kenya and Burundi which lay on a
foundation of shared values and principles aimed at
fostering growth and mutual prosperity.

On areas of bilateral cooperation, the two heads of
states welcomed the establishment of the Joint
Permanent Commission for Cooperation (JPCC) in
2008 that continues to lay out a framework of bilateral
cooperation between the two countries in various
sectors including: trade and investment; capacity
building; agriculture; education; health; transport;
cooperative development; tourism; defence and
security; technical assistance; political consultations;
sports, arts and culture for the mutual benefit of the two
countries and respective people.

To accelerate cooperation, the two leaders welcomed
the convening of the Joint Business Forum in Kisumu
on May 31, 2021 and presided over the successful
signing of Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) on
areas of political consultations; diplomatic training;
agriculture, livestock and fisheries; sports, culture and
heritage; cooperative development; public service and
tourism.

On regional cooperation, the two leaders exchanged
notes on various development matters in the East
African Community (EAC) and re-affirmed their
commitment to continue working together in
championing the EAC integration agenda and the 6th
EAC Development Strategy and initiatives under the
auspices of COMESA and ICGLR.

Continued on page 4 ...

Burundi President Evariste
Ndayishimiye’s State Visit to Kenya
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Continued from page 3 ...

On International Cooperation, the two Heads of State
reiterated their commitment to continue working closely at
the level of the African Union (AU) and the United Nations
(UN) in order to advance the Common African Agenda for
regional integration, peace, security and stability, fight
against terrorism and violent extremism; climate change
and sustainable development. 

They also noted the negative impacts of the prevailing
COVID-19 pandemic and affirmed commitment to
continue working with the African Union and other global
partners in mitigating the effects of the pandemic.

At the conclusion of the State Visit, H.E President Evariste
Ndayishimiye of Burundi expressed gratitude and
appreciation to H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta, the
Government and the people of the Republic of Kenya for
the warm reception and hospitality extended to him and
his delegation during the State Visit.

Burundi President Evariste
Ndayishimiye’s State Visit to Kenya
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The two leaders presided over the successful
signing of Memorandums of Understanding
(MoU) on areas of political consultations;
diplomatic training; agriculture, livestock and
fisheries; sports, culture and heritage;
cooperative development; public service and
tourism.



Kenya’s President H.E. Uhuru Kenyatta made a two-day
official visit to Paris, France at the invitation of his French
Counterpart, President Emmanuel Macron from June 30
to July 2, 2021. The President was accompanied by
Cabinet Secretaries Amb. Raychelle Omamo (Foreign
Affairs), James Macharia (Infrastructure) and Prof.
Margaret Kobia (Gender).

The two Heads of State met and discussed bilateral and
multilateral issues of mutual interest to both countries, key
among them the progress of France supported
infrastructure projects in Kenya; enhanced cooperation in
health particularly in building Kenya’s capacity to
manufacture vaccines and the forthcoming Global
Partnership for Education Summit in London to be co-
hosted by President Kenyatta and United Kingdom Prime
Minister the Hon. Boris Johnson.

During the official visit, President Kenyatta also
participated at the Generation Equality Forum (GEF), a
global gender equality gathering convened by the United
Nations Women and co-hosted by Mexico and France.

Speaking in a panel, during the opening session of the
three-day global conference, the President highlighted the
rising cases of Gender Based Violence (GBV) in Africa
which has been intensified by Covid 19 with data showing
a surge of at least 25% in violence against women around
the world.

He therefore, called for urgent corrective action by the
international community and urged countries to commit
more financial resources to the global fight against GBV
and boost domestic efforts to eliminate GBV.
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President Kenyatta announced that Kenya will invest over
23 million USD in GBV prevention programs by 2022 and
increase budgetary allocation to 50 million USD by 2026.

“Further, Kenya plans to introduce data supported policies
in its anti-GBV efforts including a specific module in next
year’s annual demographic health survey; roll out an
electronic information management system and
integration of GBV in the country’s ambitious universal
health coverage,” President Kenyatta said.

The President reiterated Kenya’s commitment to ending
all forms of GBV by the year 2030 and stressed that the
country will continue to tighten its anti-GBV policies by
adopting relevant international treaties including the ILO.

Speaking at the same Forum, French President
Emmanuel Macro said, “the struggle for gender equality is
far from being won, it is a battle today, but tomorrow it
must be a matter of fact.”

The Global Forum was addressed by several global
leaders among them United Nations Secretary General
Antonio Guteress, US Vice President Kamala Harris, EU
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, South
African President Cyril Ramaphosa, German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, European Union Council President
Charles Michel, Prime Minister of Finland Sanna Marin,
President of Mexico Andres Obrador and his Argentina
counterpart Alberto Fernandez, former US Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton, Melinda Gates of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, and President of the African
Development Bank Akinwumi Adesina.

This year’s Forum was a landmark event to advance and
accelerate progress on gender equality.

President Kenyatta urges international
community to support the global fight
against Gender Based Violence

President Kenyatta
participated at the
Generation
Equality Forum
(GEF), a global
gender equality
gathering in Paris
on June 1, 2021.



Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs Amb Raychelle Omamo
was among the High- Level gathering of Heads of State and
foreign ministers who attended the Antalya Diplomacy Forum
from  June 18 to 20, 2021 in Turkey.
 
The conference held under the theme of “Innovative Diplomacy:
New Era, New approach” sought to discuss creative solutions to
international problems that affect humanity globally including 
 using sporting activities and cultural exchanges, to complement
the traditional formal sessions. 

Antalya diplomacy was held on the backdrop knowledge that
Diplomacy remains the core methods of communication among
leaders and states, and therefore the importance of seeking
innovative ways to diplomatic engagements in the new era.

At the end of the three-day high level gathering of professionals
that deal with diplomacy, among them political leaders,
diplomats, opinion makers and academics it was highly noted
that we cannot find solutions to the problem facing humanity
without acting together. Leaders therefore called for international
cooperation. 

The forum held in the beautiful city of Antalya was hosted by the
Foreign minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu under the auspices of
President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.

Addressing the forum from a recorded video, António Guterres,
Secretary General of the United Nations welcomed the meeting,
and called for partnerships and collaboration in dealing with the
multiple challenges facing humanity. 

“Now it is time for strong multilateral action to enable us to
emerge from the pandemic, to address climate crisis and to build
stronger, safer communities and societies. This must be our
common agenda, in that spirt of partnership” he Said. 

H.E Uhuru Kenyatta President of the Republic of Kenya speaking
in a panel discussion on Global Governance: New approaches
for Global Solutions, called for solidarity and inclusivity in dealing
with global humanity challenges. 

“This forum comes at a time when every part of the world is
feeling the impact of a global crisis and a growing realization that
no single party has the capacity to overcome this crisis without all
of us working together.”

President Kenyatta pointed the lessons learned following the
Covid 19 pandemic and subsequent search for vaccine which
has seen unfairness in dealing with the crisis. He therefore called
for a change in global governance system.
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“It really will depend on us being able to change the global
governance system, the manner in which United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) works and the UN and its
organizations, in order for us to be able to determine whether we
shall see a change. We need to find greater equality in global
governance in order to be able to ensure we live in a fair
equitable world,”  he said.

His sentiments were echoed by other leaders who called for
more global collaborations to ensure Covid-19 vaccine is made
available to all and a change to global governance systems to
ensure inclusivity. 

The Cabinet Secretary Amb Raychelle Omamo later
accompanied H.E Uhuru Kenyatta for bilateral talks with his
counterpart H.E Recep Tayyip Erdogan.  

Day two of the conference, the Cabinet Secretary Amb Raychelle
Omamo attended the Leaders panel discussion on “Women’s
Contribution to the Search for Peace.” In her address she
restated the roles women continue to play in the society and
emphasized on the resilience and determination they have
shown in ensuring peace even in adversity including the Covid
19 pandemic. 

She pointed out the role of the health-workers, majority of whom
are women who have shown resilience and commitment to duty
and alleviating suffering hence bringing peace in communities
and countries. She reiterated the need to mobilize and support
women all the way from the grassroots.

On the sidelines of the Antalya diplomatic Forum, the Cabinet
Secretary had a number of bilateral meetings with her
counterparts. CS Omamo held bilateral talks with H.E MevlIUT
Causonglu Foreign minister of Turkey. They discussed
enhancing trade between Kenya and Turkey within the big four
agenda mainly in Health, Agriculture and Education sectors 
The CS also held talks with H.E Mohamed Abdirizak Mahamud
Foreign Minister of Somalia and emphasized the need to
continue building the cordial relationship between the two
countries.

The CS who is the chair of the Commonwealth Ministerial Action
Group (CMAG) held talks with Cameron Foreign Minister Mbella
Mbella. They discussed at length the crisis in the Central Africa
Region and possible solutions. They both extended invitations to
each other in their respective countries. 

Diplomacy is an area upon which countries have been existing
ever since the dawn of time and a vessel to which they engage
for many ages. Turkey prides itself as the 5th country in the
world with the largest diplomatic network with 252 missions
around the world.

Diplomacy
in the New
Era,
discussed in
Antalya
H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta and his host
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey
held talks on the sidelines of the  Antalya
Diplomacy Forum on June 18, 2021. 

https://twitter.com/RTErdogan


H.E. Dr. S. Jaishankar, the Minister of External Affairs of India,
at the invitation of his Kenyan counterpart Amb. Raychelle
Omamo, paid an official visit to Kenya from June 12 to 14,
2021 where he co-chaired the Third Session of Kenya-India
Joint Commission Meeting.

During the bilateral discussions, the two ministers welcomed
the cordial long-standing relations between the two countries,
reinforced by historic common values and strong people-to-
people links.

They both noted the mutual desire to expand bilateral
cooperation under the Kenya- India Joint Commission
Framework and agreed to continue strengthening their
relations through structured and systematic engagements. 

The Joint Commission meeting reviewed the status of
cooperation in areas of mutual interest including; Trade and
Investments; ICT; Environment; Tourism; Health; Education
and Security. 

Other areas of mutual interest and bilateral collaboration
include; Energy, Oil and Gas; Housing and Urban
Development; Space Cooperation and People to people
contacts and cultural exchanges. 
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Kenya-
India
reinforce
bilateral
relations

On Regional and Multilateral cooperation, both
countries agreed to make concerted efforts to fight
the Covid-19 Pandemic as well as present a united
front for post Covid-19 recovery, collaborate and
take a stand firm on UNSC reforms. The two
countries are currently non-permanent members of
the UNSC, and they are committed to supporting
each other on multilateral issues based on shared
values and interests. 

Conscious of the travel challenges due to the
Covid-19 situation, both sides welcomed increased
bilateral engagements either physically or virtually
on issues of mutual interest in order to maintain
momentum in relations. The challenging
circumstances of Covid-19 pandemic has only
made their resolve in this regard stronger.

India committed to helping Kenya build its capacity
in the  production of medical supplies. The Kenyan
side appreciated the Indian Ministers' friendly
gesture through his participation in the inauguration
of the newly renovated Mahatma Gandhi memorial
Library at the University of Nairobi. 

The Indian delegation expressed its appreciation
for the warm hospitality accorded to them during
their official visit to Kenya.

The two sides agreed that the fourth meeting of the
Joint Commission will be held in India at a date to
be agreed upon through diplomatic channels. 

 

Cabinet Secretaries  Amb. Raychelle Omamo (Foreign
Affairs), Betty Maina (Trade), Amb. Monica Juma
(Defence), Joe Mucheru (ICT),  attended a round table
meeting with Dr. S. Jaishankar, visiting Minister for
External Affairs of the Republic of India on June 12,
2021.

CS Amb Raychelle Omamo held
bilateral talks with Indian Minister of
Foreign Affairs Dr. S. Jaishankar on
June 12, 2021



In another engagement, Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Amb.
Raychelle Omamo, successfully undertook a three-day official visit to
Ethiopia from June 7 to 9, during which she held extensive
consultations with H.E. Amb. Redwan Hussein, State Minister for
Political Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia. 

The meeting focused on the strong bilateral relations that exist
between Kenya and Ethiopia. The two Foreign Ministers agreed that
the technical committees from the two countries will convene to review
and evaluate the status of implementation of various agreements and
commitments with a view to convening a Joint Ministerial meeting
before the end of 2021. 

The Cabinet Secretary also held extensive consultations with H.E.
Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson of the AU Commission, Dr.
Monique Nsanzabaganwa, Deputy Chairperson of the AU Commission
and Dr. John Nkengasong, Director of Africa CDC. 
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Kenya’s technology giant Safaricom PLC wins’ telecommunication
tender in Ethiopia 

During these consultations, the important role of AU in
coordinating continental response for the COVID 19
pandemic and resolving peace and security challenges
across the continent was recognized. 

CS Omamo assured of Kenya’s commitment to the
principles and objectives of the African Union and support
for ongoing institutional reforms. The Chairperson lauded
the strong leadership of H.E. Hon. Uhuru Kenyatta,
President of the Republic of Kenya, who during his
membership of the Bureau of the Assembly of the AU in
2020 supported the continental strategy to address the
COVID19 pandemic and the post- COVID recovery
strategy. 

Amb. Raychelle Omamo also met with Dr. Stephen Njoka,
Director of the Desert Locust Control Organization of the
Eastern Africa who briefed on the organization’s efforts to
deal with the desert locust invasion and the control of
other invasive species that put at risk food security within
the region. She also met with the Chief Executive Officer
of the Institute of Security Studies and agreed to explore
opportunities for collaboration in platforms for discourse
on Peace and Security in the continent.

The Cabinet Secretary was accompanied by Amb. Jean
Kamau, Kenya’s Ambassador to Ethiopia and Permanent
Representative to the African Union, Amb. George Orina,
Director Africa and African Union and Mr. Edwin Mutava,
Director Peace and Security.

President Uhuru
Kenyatta  address
Kenyan and
Ethiopian
communications
stakeholders in
Addis Ababa on
June 8, 2021

CS Amb. Raychelle Omamo in a meeting with Ethiopian State Minister for
Political Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Ambassador Redwan Hussien 
 on June 7, 2021. 

H.E. President Uhuru Kenyatta was in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia for
an official visit on June 8, 2021 during which he witnessed the
issuance of a telecommunication operations license to
Safaricom led Global Partnership for Ethiopia Consortium which
won a Kshs.91.8 billion bid to operate in Ethiopia. 

The President was accompanied by Cabinet Secretaries Amb.
Raychelle Omamo (Foreign Affairs) and Joe Mucheru (ICT).

President Kenyatta assured Ethiopians that the entry of
Kenya’s technology giant Safaricom PLC will help transform
their country by positively impacting most of their sectors. 

He lauded Prime Minister Dr. Abiye Ahmed Ali and his
administration for choosing to liberalize the country’s
telecommunications sector.

Kenya increases footprint in Ethiopia 

Kenya, Ethiopia strengthen ties 

https://twitter.com/RedwanHussien


Six new envoys posted to Kenya
presented credentials to H.E.
President Uhuru Kenyatta on
June 9, 2021 at State House
Nairobi. 

The ambassadors and high
commissioners will be resident in
Kenya and Ethiopia. Those
residing in Kenya include; Mrs.
Giovanna Valverde Stark (Costa
Rica) Isatu Bundu (Sierra Leone)
and Jeronimo Rosa Joao Chivavi
(Mozambique).

The non-resident envoys are
Nestor Alejandro Rosa Navaro
(Uruguay) Jainaba Jagna (The
Gambia) and Khadijetou Mbareck
Fau (Mauritania).

President Uhuru Kenyatta
welcomed the diplomats and
wished them a successful tour of
duty.

Present at the ceremony were
Head of Public Service Dr.
Joseph Kinyua and Foreign
Affairs Principal Secretary Amb.
Macharia Kamau.
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New envoys present credentials



Cabinet Secretary Amb. Raychelle Omamo, undertook a two-
day official visit to South Sudan from June 4 to 6, 2021, during
which she held bilateral talks with Hon. Amb. Beatrice Khamisa
Wani, Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
of the Republic of South Sudan.

The foreign ministers reaffirmed the strong bonds of friendship
between the two countries and agreed to deepen cooperation in
the areas of trade and investment, infrastructure development,
peace and security, refugee and immigration issues. They also
agreed to enhance collaboration at multilateral fora on issues
affecting the region.

CS Amb. Omamo commended the Government of South Sudan
for the progress made in implementing the Revitalized Peace
Agreement and assured of Kenya’s support to the peace
process.
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Kenya, South Sudan reaffirm strong
bonds of friendship

CS Amb.
Raychelle Omamo
with Hon. Amb.
Beatrice Khamisa
Wani, South
Sudan Foreign
Minister.

The Foreign Minister of South Sudan thanked CS
Omamo for Kenya’s support to the Peace Process
and welcomed Kenya's expertise on Constitutional
Reform. 

During the two-day visit, the Cabinet Secretary also
held meetings with Maj. Gen. (Rtd) Charles Tai
Gituai, Interim Chairperson of the Reconstituted
Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission
(RJMEC) and Mr. Nicholas Haysom, Special
Representative of the Secretary General and Head
of United Nations Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS).

Amb. Raychelle Omamo also met with the Embassy
Staff at the Kenya Embassy in Juba and received a
brief from Kenya's Ambassador designate to South
Sudan, Amb. Maj. Gen. (Rtd) Samuel Nandwa.

The Cabinet Secretary was accompanied by Hon.
Ababu Namwamba, Chief Administrative Secretary,
Amb. George Orina (Director Africa and AU), Mr.
Edwin Mutava and Mr. Fred Eshikuta.

CS Amb Raychelle Omamo held bilateral talks with Hon.
Amb. Beatrice Khamisa Wani, South Sudan Foreign
Minister 



Speaking at the event, President Kenyatta
commended the event’s organizers and all
stakeholders for their diligence and hard work that
ensured the resumption of the Safari Rally after 19
years’ pause.

The 2021 World Rally Championship (WRC) Safari
Rally provided Kenya a significant opportunity to show
case Kenya as a great sporting nation.

French driver Sebastian Ogier won the Safari Rally
followed by his Toyota team mate Takamoto Katsuta
of Japan in second place while Hyundai driver Ott
Tanak of Estonia finished third.

The Kenyan Safari Rally is the sixth round of the 2021
World Rally Championship and has attracted 58
entrants from across the globe.

Kenya is set to be included in the World Rally
Championship calendar for the next five years.

The global iconic Safari Rally event returned to Kenya after
19 years of absence from the World Rally Championship
Circuit.  First held in 1953, the World Rally Championship
(WRC) calendar event was last held in Kenya in 2002 and is
back after years of lobbying led by H.E. President Uhuru
Kenyatta.

The sporting event hosted by Kenya from June 24 – 27,
2021, in Nairobi and Nakuru Counties was at the heart of
Kenya’s national heritage and it identified Kenya’s capacity
as a top tourist destination. It attracted more than 825 million
viewers and online game participants on Safari play stations
and global television viewership.

President Kenyatta presided over the official flagging-off of
the 2021 WRC Safari Rally at the Kenyatta International
Convention Centre (KICC) and later on the cars were driven
to Moi International Sports Center Kasarani for a super
special stage before proceeding to Naivasha where they
battled through 18 competitive stages.
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Kenya hosts World Rally Championship -
Safari Rally 



President Uhuru Kenyatta made a two-day official visit to
Belgium and the European Union from June 22-24, 2021.
The President, was accompanied by Cabinet Secretaries
Raychelle Omamo (Foreign Affairs), Betty Maina (Trade) and
Aden Mohammed (EAC).

At the onset of his visit the President held private talks with
King Philippe at the Royal Palace in Brussels. He later met
and held consultations with the President of the European
Council Charles Michel, whereby they discussed Kenya-EU
relations.

In a joint statement released after the meeting the two
leaders agreed to strengthen and scale up partnerships
between Africa, Kenya’s private sector and the European
Union as part of efforts to increase investments, create
employment and support post COVID-19 economic recovery.
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President Kenyatta tours Belgium and
the European Union

They also agreed to upgrade Kenya’s bilateral relations
with the European Union to a strategic dialogue as well
as foster a closer working relationship between Kenya
and the European Union on regional matters as well as
implementation of the existing Economic Partnership
Agreements (EPAs)

At another event, President Kenyatta participated in a
business forum convened by the Belgian Chamber of
Commerce, Industry and Agriculture where he
addressed investor concerns and highlighted the various
reforms being undertaken by the Government to
improve Kenya's business climate.

The President wrapped his two day official tour with a
meeting with the Secretary General of the Organization
of the African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS),
Dr Georges Rebelo Pinto Chikoti and later addressed
the organization's Committee of Ambassadors. 

In his address, President Kenyatta voiced concerns by
the Organization of African, Caribbean and Pacific
States (OACPS) regarding the increasing number of
unilateral decisions by the European Union (EU)
targeted at the multilateral institution's member nations
and regretted that the EU doesn't sufficiently engage the
OACPS before making some of its decisions, contrary to
the provisions of the Cotonou agreement.

President Uhuru Kenyatta and King Philippe at the Royal Palace in
Brussels at the start of his two-day official visit to the Kingdom of
Belgium and the European Union.

President Uhuru Kenyatta and President of the European
Council Charles Michel, in Brussels, Belgium. 

President Kenyatta also called on the OACPS to
participate in the Global Partnership for Education aimed
at raising more funds to support children whose
education has been disrupted by COVID-19 informing
them that a High-Level Summit will be co-hosted by the
UK and Kenya in London, July 28-29, 2021.

He called on the OACPS to continue supporting
multilateralism informing that the Organization intended
to submit resolutions at the UN Biodiversity Conference
(COP 15) to be held in China in October, at the UN
Climate Change Conference (COP 26) to be held in
Scotland in November, and at the UN General Assembly
in New York this September. He stressed that the
OACPS has to demonstrate that its value as an
organization extends beyond Brussels.

President Uhuru Kenyatta assumed the Presidency of
the OACPS following Kenya hosting of the 9th OACPS
Summit of Heads of State and Government in Nairobi, in
December 2019. His tenure as President of the Summit
will end in 2022 when Angola is scheduled to host the
next Summit.



Kenya’s Foreign Minister Amb. Raychelle Omamo and her
Somalia counterpart H.E. Abdirizak Mohamed expressed
a strong wish to improve trade, security and cultural
relations between Kenya and Somalia.

The two foreign ministers agreed to keep and maintain
bilateral diplomatic channels of communication open
between the two capitals.

Cabinet Secretary Amb. Raychelle Omamo and H.E.
Mohamed Abdirizak Mohamud, Foreign Minister of the
Federal Republic of Somalia held talks on the sidelines
of the Antalya Diplomacy Forum held in Turkey on June
18, 2021.

They reaffirmed their earlier telephone conversation held
on June 16, 2021 and reconfirmed the need to
expeditiously re-open their two respective missions in
Nairobi and Mogadishu.

The two Foreign Ministers  underscored the importance
of normalizing diplomatic relations between the two
neighboring countries.
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Kenya,
Somalia
agree to
open
respective
missions

Kenya, Sudan hold consultations on
cooperation

Foreign Affairs Cabinet Secretary Amb. Raychelle
Omamo held extensive consultations with Foreign
Minister of the Republic of the Sudan, Mariam Al-
Sadiq Al-Mahdi in Khartoum on June 5, 2021. 

Discussions centered on renewing and energizing
the fraternal relations and promoting trade and
investment. They agreed to hold the Kenya-Sudan
Joint Commission for Cooperation by August 2021. 

The Foreign Ministers welcomed the good progress
made by the Sudan in implementing the transition
and affirmed Kenya’s support to The Sudan and
availability to share experiences in broad-based
reform. 

The two Ministers met and dialogued with
women leaders on the global agenda on
the role of women in peace and security.
They underlined the need for women to
embrace leadership positions and ensure
that their voices are heard in the national
discourse.

The Cabinet Secretary was accompanied
by Amb. Ngeiwa Mkala, Kenya’s
Ambassador to Sudan, Amb. George
Orina, Director Africa and African Union
and Mr. Edwin Mutava, Director Peace and
Security.CS Amb. Raychelle Omamo held extensive consultations with her Sudanese

counterpart  Mariam Al-Sadiq Al-Mahdi  in Khartoum on June 5, 2021.

The two Ministers met and dialogued with women leaders on the
global agenda on the role of women in peace and security. 

CS Amb Raychelle Omamo and Somalia's Foreign Minister
H.E Mohamed Abdirizak Mahamud 



Cabinet Secretary Amb. Raychelle Omamo
participated at the “High-Level Thematic Debate in
support of SDG14: Life Below Water” co-hosted by the
governments of Kenya and Portugal as well as H.E.
Mr. Peter Thomson, Special Envoy of the Secretary
General of the Ocean.

The high-level debate which was convened by H.E.
Volkan Bozkir, President of the United Nations
General Assembly at the UN Headquarters in New
York on June 1, 2021, served as a drumbeat to
generate momentum towards the 2nd United Nations
Oceans Conference in Lisbon.  It has been more than
three years since the first UN Ocean Conference, with
the Second Conference still delayed due to the
ongoing pandemic.

The Cabinet Secretary conveyed H.E President Uhuru
Kenyatta’s appreciation for the continuous
collaboration between Member States and the United
Nations in generating momentum for the Second
United Nations Oceans Conference to be held in
Lisbon, Portugal in June 2022.

CS Omamo said that Kenya recognizes the critical role
of ocean resources in supporting economic, cultural,
social and environmental needs and has 

prioritized the sustainable utilization of the oceans as a
key component of its Vision 2030 and achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals.

"To aid post-COVID recovery through the blue economy,
Kenya is committed to:  strengthen institutional
governance; improve maritime transport; tackle waste
management; Sustainable fishing; maritime security;
affordable housing in coastal communities” – CS Omamo
said.

The one-day high-level thematic debate featured four
multi-stakeholder panels that addressed progress on
relevant targets of SDG14 and the 2030 Agenda more
broadly. Topics discussed included; Bringing together UN
processes on the Ocean; Towards a pollution-free,
protected and climate stable ocean; fisheries and
aquaculture; A sustainable Ocean Economy; 

Coastal and marine ecosystems provide food, livelihoods,
and costal protection to more than a billion people
worldwide. The abundance of oceans and its resources is
an imperative to protect, not just for the benefit of future
generations but also for the wellbeing, prosperity and
resilience of the present generation.
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CS Omamo participates at the High-
Level Debate on SDG 14

Amb. Raychelle Omamo, Cabinet Secretary,
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

H.E. Volkan Bozkir, President of the General Assembly

H.E. Mr. Ricardo Serrao Santos, Minister of
the Sea, Portugal

H.E. Mr. Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for 
Oceans



Chief Administrative Secretary, Hon. Ababu
Namwamba participated at the 72nd Extraordinary
Meeting of Intergovernmental Authority for
Development (IGAD) Council of Ministers hosted
virtually from Khartoum on June 24, 2021.

Discussions focused on key issues across the Horn of
Africa including peace and security, refugees,
democracy and elections with focus on Somalia and
South Sudan, as well as COVID-19.

While reporting on the regional response to the Covid-
19, CAS Namwamba noted that since the onset of the
pandemic in November 2019, countries have
experienced significant social, economic and political
ramifications.

He said that the East African Heads of State in a
meeting in May 2021, issued a joint communique
outlining the regional response to the emergency.
Ministers responsible for Health, Trade, Transport and
East African Community affairs were designated as
focal persons for the regional Covid-19 response.

Interventions already put in place include; development of
the EAC digital surveillance and tracking system for
drivers; harmonized approach for certification and sharing
of Covid-19 test results; embracing information sharing
on Covid-19 and supporting farming activities and agro
processing through establishment of special purpose
financing schemes.

In Kenya, CAS Namwamba reported that the current
Covid-19 statistics stand at 179,293 confirmed cases,
3,461 fatalities and 1.2 million vaccines doses
administered.

He called on the IGAD Council of Ministers to prioritize
establishing a regional approach to vaccinating the
continent’s population, stressing that, the region cannot
risk remaining reliant on development partners for
facilitation of national health needs. 

“It is also important to enhance the continent’s scientific
and research capabilities, preparedness and
management of future pandemics,” Hon. Ababu
Namwamba emphasized.
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CAS Namwamba calls on IGAD to prioritize
regional approach in the fight against 
Covid-19 pandemic

CAS Hon. Ababu Namwamba
participated at the 72nd
Extraordinary Meeting of
IGAD Council of Ministers
hosted virtually from
Khartoum on June 24, 2021.

In Kenya, the current Covid-19 statistics stand at 179,293
confirmed cases, 3,461 fatalities and 1.2 million vaccines
doses administered.

CAS Ababu Namwamba 



The Slovak Republic Ambassador to Kenya H.E.
František Dlhopolček tour of duty comes to an end after
a fruitful tenure in Kenya.

In a farewell meeting held on June 16, 2021 and hosted
by Principal Secretary Amb. Macharia Kamau, the
outgoing Ambassador was lauded for his role in further
strengthening ties between Kenya and Slovak during
his term.

PS Kamau expressed the Government of Kenya’s
gratitude to the Slovak Republic for supporting Kenya in
the fight against Coronavirus through Ksh 26 million
worth of Covid-19 response supplies.

“I would like to observe with appreciation that your
tenure was marked with renewed momentum in our
relations based on shared values and common
interest,” the PS said.

He further noted, Slovaks government commitment to
promote development cooperation that was marked by
exchange of high-level visits which signifies a clear
testimony to both governments mutual desire to
strengthen ties between the two countries.

Kenya and Slovak cooperates in areas of trade, health,
agriculture, education, IT, Cyber Security, Tourism and
Peace Building.This cooperation has been strengthened
further through the Slovak Aid in development cooperation
supporting sectors such as health care and social work,
education and rural agriculture. 

The Principal Secretary congratulated the outgoing
Ambassador for a successful tour of duty and wished him
all the best in his next assignment and assured him of
Kenya’s commitment for continued cooperation and
strengthening of existing bonds of friendship between the
two countries 
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The Slovak Republic Ambassador to Kenya
concludes tour of duty 

PS Amb. Macharia Kamau, bid farewell to outgoing Amb. František Dlhopolček of the Slovak Republic after a
successful tour of duty during a farewell meeting on June 16, 2021



Ten journalists from four Ethiopian media houses
including; Ethiopia Broadcasting Corporation, WALTA,
FBC and ASHAM were in Kenya on a learning and
assessment visit to LAPSSET Corridor Projects in Lamu
from June 23 to 27, 2021.  The visit was aimed at
producing a documentary on the same, to create
awareness on the projects importance to the region. 

The visit was facilitated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Kenya under the coordination of the Director General,
Directorate of International Conferences, Media Events
and Communications Amb. Isaiya Kabira                                                                                                                             
The team was accompanied by Ethiopian Ambassador
to Kenya H.E. Meles Alem.  

The delegation paid a courtesy call on the Lamu County
Commissioner, Mr. Irungu Macharia and Lamu Deputy
Governor, H.E Abdulhakim Aboud Bwana on June 24,
2021 who welcomed the entourage. Ambassador Alem 
 appreciated the warm welcome that had been accorded
to the delegation including the facilitation by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. 

Speaking during the visit, the Ethiopian Ambassador
said that LAPPSET would increase Lamu’s popularity
as an ideal peaceful investment and tourist destination
more so after the visit. He added that he had already
received several inquiries by potential Ethiopian
investors.

On June 25, 2021, the Ethiopian delegation made an
elaborate tour of the Lamu Port led by Eng. Samatar
Abdulahi, General Manager and Eng. Dan Amadi the
Officer In Charge who informed the delegation that the 

Kenyan government was currently putting up the first
three berths of the planned 32 berths at an estimated
cost of KSh71.5 billion. 

Other proposed projects include a railway line, pipeline,
highway connecting the three countries as well as the
construction of an oil refinery, three airports including the
expansion of Manda airstrip in Lamu and construction of
resort cities in Lamu, Isiolo and the shores of Lake
Turkana.

The Ethiopian media team also held a virtual interview
with the Cabinet Secretary for East African Community &
Regional Development, Mr. Adan Mohamed who
appreciated the Ambassador’s media tour adding that
LAPPSET will enable satellite cities to develop along the
corridor.
 
The CS Mohamed indicated that there were some
challenges including the cost of port charges and
movement of cargo but added that sessions had already
been arranged with the Ethiopian private sector to
discuss some of these issues.

The team also visited the 20-acre parcel of land allocated
to Ethiopia for construction of their Inland Container
Depot (ICD).

Others who accompanied the media team included the
Ethiopian Deputy Head of Mission, Dr. Aziza Dessalegn,
Mr. Julius K. Bargorett Director, International
Conferences, Ms. Rose Sumbeiywo, Deputy Director,
Peace and Security Directorate and Mr. Daniel Osiemo
from the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
(UNECA).
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Ethiopian Media Visit LAPSSET Corridor
Projects

H.E. Meles Alem, Ethiopian Ambassador to Kenya with Journalists from Ethiopia on a tour of the LAPSSET Corridor Projects in
Lamu



She specifically encouraged gender sensitive outreach
to the local communities in an effort to enhance the
protection of civilians; trained almost 95 per cent of
UNAMID’s military peacekeepers by December 2020;
Advised the Force on how to better identify and
integrate the needs of men, women, boys and girl’s
groups in vulnerable contexts into UNAMID’s analysis,
planning and operations - a move that greatly enhanced
the Mission’s understanding of and response to
protection needs.

In addition, she worked together with her human rights,
gender and communications colleagues and organized
campaigns and workshops for staff and civil society
activists to address issues affecting Darfur women and
girls.

A Kenyan peacekeeper, Major Steplyne Nyaboga won
the United Nations Military Gender Advocate of the
Year 2020 Award, making her the first Kenyan
peacekeeper to have received the award.

The announcement was made by H.E António
Guterres, The United Nations Secretary-General,
during the International Day of UN Peacekeepers held
in New York on 27th May, 2021.

The award was created in 2016 to recognize the
dedication and efforts by an individual military
peacekeeper in promoting the principles of the UN
Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace
and security in peace operation context. 

Major Steplyne Nyaboga served as a Military Gender
Advisor in the United Nations-African Union Hybrid
Operation in Darfur (UNAMID), from 2019 to May
2021.

UN honours
Kenyan
Peacekeeper
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Major Steplyne Nyaboga

Kenyan Troops Depart Darfur

Col. Seif Rashid, Defence Advisor,
Kenya Embassy Khartoum, representing
H.E. Major General (Rtd) Ngewa
Mukala, Kenya’s Ambassador to the
Sudan bid farewell to KDF Military Police
Contingent on June 5, 2021 at El Fasher
airport in Darfur.

The KDF Military Police
Contingent had been seconded
to The African Union - United
Nations Hybrid Operation in
Darfur known by its acronym
(UNAMID) and were repatriating
to Kenya on completion

of a distinguished service. They had
been in Darfur mission in Sudan –
AMIS that later transitioned to
UNAMID in July 2007.

The UNAMID mandate ended vide
UNSC Resolution 2559 of 2020 that
declared the termination of mission on
December 31, 2020 and withdrawal of
all uniformed and civilian personnel by
30th June 2021.

Following the closure of UNAMID, the
UN Security Council adopted
Resolution 2524 (2020) on June 3,
2020 and established UNITAMIS, a
special political mission, to provide
support for an initial 12-month period
during its political transition to
democratic rule.



It is a bright new day and as you prepare for work
you are grateful to have survived 2020 since much
has been said about the many funerals you have
attended, weddings you celebrated via zoom, family
get together celebrations you could not hold and
official meetings you have participated via webinars. 

You never thought ‘Mother Nature could be this
unforgiving’ - one of the simple thoughts that cross
your mind as you rush not to get late to the office
due to the building up traffic.

You wear your mask and bounce out of your house,
a vital accessory that must be adorned nowadays –
‘the new normal’. On good days you are able to
breathe through the mask and other days you can
barely breathe, let alone think past the resounding
headache, which must be ignored because wearing
a mask, washing your hands and maintaining the
two-meter distance rule is a personal responsibility. 

On arrival at the office, you pass your regards to
your colleagues, put your bag down, hang your
coat, then proceed to remove your mask. You are
convinced that your colleagues, are disciplined as
you are and the work environment is safe. 

At noon, a friend you have not seen for years comes by to
say hallo, you embrace without regard to the
consequences of that simple mindless decision, in any
case, this is Africa and warm salutations are a significant
ritual to express how much you have missed one another,
right? WRONG. After the embraces you both sit down,
remove your masks for audibility as the stories are juicy
and you can hardly hear one another through the masks.

Before you know it, it is lunch hour and you head out to the
nearest café to continue with this delectable conversation.
The café attendant with a recklessly adorned mask takes
your orders. You have a wonderful lunch and return to the
office to finalize work. Its already 5.00 pm, time to go
home, and you head out with a fulfilled heart, you have
served your country well. Bravo!

Two weeks later, your friend calls to check on you and
informs that they have tested positive for Covid-19, you
quickly hang up and wear your mask. You rush to the
nearest testing center for a rapid test to ease your
unsettled mind.  

Your results come back positive, you inform the Human
Resource of your status and head home for self-isolation.
On your way home you whisper a silent prayer, something
you have not done in a while.

Covid-19, THE SILENT KILLER
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CS Amb. Raychelle Omamo
participated in a discussion on
"Women's contribution to the
Search for Peace" at the
Antalya Diplomacy Forum in
Turkey on July 19, 2021.

She said Covid-19 has shown
that women are a source of
security and peace, reiterating
the need to mobilize and support
women from the grassroots.

IN BRIEF  
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CS Amb. Raychelle Omamo,
accompanied by Trade CS Betty Maina
on the sidelines of the High-Level visit to
Belgium by H.E. President Uhuru
Kenyatta visited the Kenya Embassy in
Brussels on June  22, 2021. 

CS Omamo commended the staff for the
good work and appreciated their efforts
in ensuring the High-Level visit was
successful. She encouraged them to
take pride in serving Kenya in Brussels.

On June 16, 2021 Cabinet
Secretary Amb. Raychelle
Omamo led  the Ministry staff in
bidding farewell to the late Rtd
Amb. Denis Afande who passed
away on June 6, 2021 during a
requiem mass at Holy Family
Basilica attended by family,
friends and former colleagues.

CS Omamo eulogized the late
Denis Afande as one of Kenya's
finest diplomats and public servant
whose patriotism and commitment
to national duty will remain a
benchmark for those aspiring to
realize a fulfilling career in Kenya's
foreign service.

https://twitter.com/AntalyaDF
https://twitter.com/Trade_Kenya
https://twitter.com/Trade_Kenya


On June 23, 2021, CAS Ababu
Namwamba held fruitful talks
with UNHABITAT Executive
Director Maimunah Sharif who
briefed on key agenda of UN
Habitat globally. 

Kenya will be hosting the UN-
Habitat High level midterm
review meeting of the CPR on
June 29 to July 1, 2021.

IN BRIEF  
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CAS Ababu Namwamba toured
Kazuri Beads with visiting Indian
External Affairs Minister on June 14,
2021.

Dr. S. Jaishankar; boosted sales of
the beautiful works of widows and
single mothers and promoted the
uniquely Kenyan products to the big
Indian market

CAS Hon. Ababu Namwamba
with Health PS Susan
Mochache and Danish
Ambassador to Kenya Ole
Thonke received 358,700
vaccines from Denmark at
JKIA on June 22, 2021.

The vaccines will further
boost the national
vaccination. 

https://twitter.com/UNHABITAT
https://twitter.com/MaimunahSharif
https://twitter.com/susan_mochache


IN BRIEF  
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Mr. Lembit UIBO, Director
General in the Political
Department of the ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Republic of
Estonia, met PS Foreign Affairs
Amb Macharia Kamau on July
17, 2021.

They discussed bilateral
cooperation and collaboration
in Information Communication
Technologies (ICT) among
other issues.

H.E Elin Bergithe the
outgoing Norwegian
Ambassador to Kenya
made a farewell call on
PS Amb. Macharia
Kamau after a very
successful tour of duty. 

PS Macharia thanked
her for the efforts in
strengthening  bilateral
and multilateral
cooperation   and
wished her well in her
future endeavours.

On June 29, 2021, PS
Amb Macharia  Kamau
held talks with H.E. Ms.
Isatu Bundu, the new
Sierra Leone High
Commissioner to Kenya. 

They acknowledged the
need to strengthen
relations between  the two
countries and underscored
the importance of
collaboration in trade,
tourism, heath and
education sectors.

https://twitter.com/AmbMKamau
https://twitter.com/AmbMKamau
https://twitter.com/AmbMKamau
https://twitter.com/AmbMKamau
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